October 23, 2007

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker,
SCHIP continues to be used as a polit-
ical game by Washington liberals. Sen-
sible, effective compromise does exist
to bring meaningful bipartisan support
for this necessary program.

The Kids First bill, of which I am a
cosponsor, adds 1.3 million new chil-
dren to the SCHIP program by 2012. It
encourages the States to move children
to private coverage. Kids First provides
$14 billion in new SCHIP allotments,
and it includes $400 million in grants
for outreach and enrollment. This is a
sensible approach.

I support SCHIP, and I am com-
mitted to ensuring that it is a success-
ful program that helps children who
need it and the children for whom it
was really intended, those who are in
poverty. It makes SCHIP a program for
those whom it was intended for.

I thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives CAMP and HULSHOF, for their
work on this bill. I ask my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle to join us
in this compromise approach to help
put our poor children first.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE U.S. ARMY’S
SRD ARROWHEAD BRIGADE-2ND
INFANTRY DIVISION

(Mr. SMITH of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
a U.S. Army brigade from Fort Lewis,
Washington, that has served with dis-
tinction in Iraq.

On October 11, the last of the roughly
3,800 men and women of the 3rd Bri-
gade-2nd Infantry Division returned
home to Fort Lewis after completing
their second deployment to Iraq. The
Arrowhead Brigade has been a trail-
blazer for the Army as the first brigade
to be outfitted with the Stryker com-
bat vehicles, the first Stryker Brigade
to serve in Iraq, and now the first
Stryker Brigade to complete two tours
in Iraq.

During their recent deployment, the
Arrowhead Brigade supported oper-
ations in Mosul, Baghdad, Baqubah,
and other critical areas. On several oc-
casions they were asked to secure
downed U.S. aircraft and the sites of
numerous suicide attacks. In addition,
the Arrowhead Brigade constantly re-
mained prepared to mobilize and de-
ploy anywhere in Iraq for any number
of contingencies within 24 hours.

In tribute to their brave service,
seven members of the brigade were
awarded the Silver Star, the United
States’ third highest award for combat
valor. In the course of their deploy-
ment, the Arrowhead Brigade lost 48 of
their comrades, with another 700
wounded.

I want to express my deep condo-
lences to the 3-2 Brigade and the fami-
lies of those fallen soldiers. Their con-
tribution and sacrifice will not be for-
gotten. The men and women of the 3-2

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Brigade have done everything their
country has asked of them and more.
We all should have the utmost respect
and admiration for their service and
sacrifice.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, recently Congress passed
House Resolution 590, supporting the
goals of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month while raising awareness of do-
mestic violence throughout our coun-
try. I am here to voice my support for
everyone impacted by this horrible
nightmare. This is an issue which af-
fects millions in urban and rural areas
alike. It crosses economic lines, geo-
graphic lines and ethnic lines. No seg-
ment of our population is immune. One
out of five women and one out of 14
men have been domestically assaulted
at some point in their lives.

In my home State of Nebraska, there
are more than 5,800 protection orders
needed for those living in fear of vio-
lence. Domestic violence is an issue
which too often is swept under the rug
or ignored. So as part of the Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, I am wear-
ing a purple ribbon to raise awareness
about the crime of domestic abuse as
we work toward ending this violence.

————
SCHIP

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, last
week, despite the best efforts of the
Democratic majority and about 44 Re-
publicans, we were unable to override
the President’s veto of health insur-
ance for the children of poor and work-
ing families. Now, I listened to the ar-
gument that we can’t afford providing
health care for our children, despite
the fact that our SCHIP program was
entirely paid for.

Look, Madam Speaker, I believe that
a strong Nation can do both. You can
be fiscally responsible and you can
take care of your children. Good fami-
lies manage to be fiscally responsible
and take care of their children. It is
just a matter of priorities. I will say,
Madam Speaker, that I was struck by
some of the mispriorities that I heard
about. The same people who said that
we can’t afford health insurance for
our children increased spending 7 per-
cent a year since 2001 and voted to in-
crease our debt limit 4 out of the past
b years. The difference is that they
spent on the wrong things. No spend-
ing? We can’t afford health care for
children but billions of dollars in tax
cuts for the most profitable oil compa-
nies on Earth? We can’t afford spending
for health insurance for our children
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but billions of dollars in spending in
no-bid contracts for Halliburton? We
have increased the debt. We are putting
it on our kids’ shoulders, and now we
are telling our kids we can’t afford to
help them with the x-rays.

———

FISA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, in the
early hours of May 11, seven U.S. sol-
diers were on lookout near a patrol
base in Iraq. Some time before dawn,
heavily armed al Qaeda gunmen made
coordinated surprise attacks on the
soldiers. Four of the soldiers were
killed and three others taken hostage.
What happened next is a travesty and a
failure of our public policy in support
of the troops in the field. A search to
rescue the men began immediately but
was brought to a halt because of our
FISA law, by the need for military law-
yers to jump through legal hoops in
order to gain approval to conduct sur-
veillance of terrorist communications.
Ten hours passed before they were
granted such permission. The search
for a kidnapped U.S. soldier was halted
so that lawyers could find grounds to
have the Attorney General grant spe-
cial permission to listen in on the com-
munications between the individuals in
Iraq. Our FISA law, as the President
has requested, needs reform, not the
flawed bill the Democrats are seeking
to pass.

———
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SPENDING FOR CHIP VERSUS
SPENDING IN IRAQ—IT'S ALL A
QUESTION OF PRIORITIES

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, last
week the rubber stamp Republicans in
this House once again held true to
their name by voting to stand with the
President and reject health care cov-
erage for 10 million American children.
The spending priorities of the Presi-
dent’s Republican allies in the House
are simply out of line with the prior-
ities of the American people. In fact,
the 86 percent of Americans who sup-
port this bipartisan CHIP reauthoriza-
tion might be interested to know that
for the cost of just 37 days in Iraq, we
could provide health care coverage to
10 million children. Yet the President’s
irresponsible, open-ended commitment
to the occupation in Iraq continues,
while the number of American children
without access to health care Kkeeps
climbing.

Madam Speaker, yesterday the Presi-
dent asked Congress to borrow another
$196 billion to continue his failed
blank-check, no-plan policy in Iraq.
But he and his Republican friends in
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this body apparently feel that spending
$35 billion on a highly successful pro-
gram that provides health care to unin-
sured children is excessive.

It’s time for Republicans to stop
blindly following the President and
start helping American families.

——
THE TAXPAYER CHOICE ACT
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I
want to bring before the body this
morning an issue that needs more at-
tention, not less, and that is the issue
of the huge blob that ate the American
Dream called the alternative minimum
tax. One thing that we are seeing is
that the alternative minimum tax,
Madam Speaker, is set to rise at a level
so unprecedented that the American
economy has not experienced anything
like this in the last 40 years.

Right now, the tax burden for the av-
erage American and to the economy is
about 18.5 percent of GDP. If we don’t
scale back on the alternative minimum
tax, we are looking at the tax burden
of GDP being almost 24 percent by mid-
century. We have never seen this level
of taxation in our GDP. This means
this money will come out of the pock-
ets of the American taxpayer and will
go into the coffers of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

This is a big concern, Madam Speak-
er, one that I am very concerned about,
as I know most of the Members in this
Chamber are as well.

In 1969, when the alternative min-
imum tax came in, it was 155 people. I
will close with the fact that this year
we are looking at 23 million Americans
impacted.

——

PRESIDENT BUSH ASKS FOR AN-
OTHER $196 BILLION TO FUND
THE WAR IN IRAQ IN 2008

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, yesterday President Bush asked
Congress to rubber-stamp his plan to
spend $196 billion next year on the war
in Iraq. I have to tell the President:
not a nickel more for this war.

Since the beginning of this year, con-
gressional Democrats have been trying
to change a war policy from one where
our troops will stay there for more
than a decade, to one where we have a
responsible redeployment and bring the
troops home next year. The President
believes it’s acceptable to spend bil-
lions of dollars in Iraq, while impor-
tant domestic priorities here in our
own country go unmet.

While the President was crafting his
$196 Dbillion war supplemental, the
Democratic House approved appropria-
tions bills that included targeted in-
vestments in our priorities here at
home: education, health care for vet-
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erans, more police on the streets, car-
ing for American families.

Madam Speaker, as Congress begins
to examine the President’s latest war-
funding bill, we will once again demand
that the President change course in
Iraq and get a responsible plan to bring
our troops home within the year.

———

SUPPORT FOR BELARUS

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the pro-democracy rally
that took place in Belarus on October
7. During this event, thousands of pro-
testers flooded the streets of the cap-
ital city in support of democracy and
to demand free and fair elections. The
protesters shouted ‘‘Belarus and Eu-
rope,” and they waved European Union
flags to express outrage against Alex-
ander Lukashenko. That is the person
the State Department has labeled ‘‘the
last dictator of Europe.”

It is time for this dictator, who
cheated his way into office by stealing
the elections last year, to step aside,
step down, and let the people decide
who should lead their country through
legitimate and clean elections. The
world must not tolerate evil dictators,
and this one must step aside to allow
Belarus to join the modern world rath-
er than suffer under the oppressive and
selfish rule of one man.

I applaud, Madam Speaker, the cour-
age of the protesters who took to the
streets in Belarus, and I stand with
them in their quest for freedom, de-
mocracy, and the rule of law.

———

REAUTHORIZE SCHIP

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
President Bush and about 10 House Re-
publicans are all that stand between 10
million children and the health care
they need and deserve. I am deeply dis-
appointed in the President’s dumb-
founding veto of the SCHIP bill. He
reneged on his pledge he made when
running for re-election in 2004.

The bill to reauthorize SCHIP con-
tinues coverage for 6 million kids cur-
rently covered and provides incentives
for another 4 million kids who have
been falling through the cracks of the
health care system. The program con-
tinues to focus on low- and moderate-
income families who earn too much for
the Medicaid program, but can’t afford
private health care.

Madam Speaker, the big momentum
behind this historic bill is growing ex-
ponentially and will not be stopped. To
those blocking the SCHIP reauthoriza-
tion from becoming law, I say either
get on board, get out of the way, or get
run over. The children’s health care
bill is on its way, either with or with-
out you.
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SCHIP supporters are even more de-
termined than ever to get this done by
the mid-November deadline. Let’s all
finish this job. For children’s health
care in America, it’s fourth and goal on
the 1-yard line. Working together, we
can overpower anyone left blocking the
way.

THE MEANING OF THE RESTORE
ACT

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, as we listen to
the comments of our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, it is obvious
that what they intend to do is to make
this “SCHIP Week” and ‘‘SCHIP
Month.” You kind of wonder why they
are doing this.

Reflect back on last week when we
had a most important vote scheduled
for this floor that somehow was re-
moved. It was called the FISA vote. It
is the question of how we enable our-
selves to protect us and our children
and our grandchildren against the at-
tacks of those who are terrorists
around the world. We do it in many
ways, but absolutely essential is intel-
ligence.

Madam Speaker, the FISA bill, the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
would have been destroyed by the bill
placed on the floor last week by the
majority, the so-called RESTORE Act.
It actually gave greater protection to
Osama bin Laden in a telephone con-
versation than an American citizen in
the United States accused of a crime.

RESTORE: What does it mean? Re-
peal Effective Surveillance Techniques
Opposing Real Enemies. Go out to NSA
and see what they are doing. Under-
stand what we need to do in this coun-
try and then bring a bill back to this
floor that restores the ability of the
United States to find out about our en-
emies before they attack.

——————

TRIBUTE TO KENNETH T.
WHALUM, SR.

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, the
City of Memphis, Tennessee, has lost
one of its finest citizens, Kenneth
Whalum, Sr.

Kenneth Whalum, Sr., passed away
last night. He was a pastor, he was a
two-time city councilman, he was a fa-
ther, he was a family man, he was a
leader in our community.

For 30 years, he was the pastor of the
Olivet Baptist Church and very highly
respected in the community and among
the clergy. For 8 years, he was a city
councilman, one time as a district
councilman in a community known as
Orange Mound. Then when he saw a
higher calling and the need to address
a higher subject, he ran against an in-
cumbent city councilman, at the time
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